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Harmony, the art of combining musical notes to create pleasing and
meaningful sounds, is a cornerstone of music theory and composition.
Whether you're an aspiring musician, a seasoned performer, or simply a
music enthusiast, understanding harmony can unlock a deeper
appreciation and understanding of the music you create and listen to.

In this article, we will embark on a journey to explore the practical study of
harmony, using Dover's seminal work, 'Dover on Music,' as our guide. We
will delve into the concepts of chords, chord progressions, and harmonic
analysis, providing concrete examples and exercises to help you master
this essential aspect of music theory.
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Chords are the building blocks of harmony. They are formed by playing
three or more notes simultaneously, creating a distinct and recognizable
sound. The most common types of chords include:

Triads: Composed of three notes, such as C major (C-E-G) or G minor
(G-B-D).

Seventh chords: Consisting of four notes, such as Cmaj7 (C-E-G-B)
or G7 (G-B-D-F).

Extended chords: Containing five or more notes, such as Cmaj9 (C-
E-G-B-D) or G13 (G-B-D-F-A).

Chords are classified according to their quality, which refers to the intervals
between their notes. Major chords have a bright and cheerful sound, minor
chords evoke a sense of sadness or melancholy, and diminished chords
create a dissonant and unstable effect.

Chord Progressions

Chord progressions are sequences of chords that create a sense of
movement and direction in music. They provide the harmonic framework for
melodies and help to establish the overall mood and atmosphere of a
piece.

There are countless chord progressions, each with its unique character.
Some common progressions include:

I-IV-V: The perfect cadence, creating a sense of resolution and finality.

I-vi-IV-V: The minor plagal cadence, evoking a sense of repose and
serenity.



ii-V-I: The circle of fifths progression, creating a sense of tension and
release.

Understanding chord progressions is essential for creating cohesive and
effective musical compositions.

Harmonic Analysis

Harmonic analysis involves dissecting music to understand the underlying
harmonic structure. It helps us identify the chords used, their progressions,
and their relationship to the melody and overall form of the piece.

To perform harmonic analysis, we use Roman numerals to represent
chords. For example, C major would be represented as I, G minor as vi,
and F major as IV. We can then analyze the progression of these chords to
understand the harmonic movement of the music.

Dover on Music

Dover's 'Dover on Music' is a comprehensive treatise on the practical study
of harmony. It provides a systematic and accessible approach to
understanding the intricacies of harmony, from basic chords to advanced
harmonic concepts.

Dover's book covers a wide range of topics, including:

The construction and classification of chords

Chord progressions and their use in different musical styles

Harmonic analysis and its application to both classical and popular
music



Practical exercises and examples to reinforce understanding

'Dover on Music' is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in
developing their knowledge of harmony. Its clear and concise explanations,
coupled with numerous musical examples, make it a highly effective tool for
learning and practicing this essential aspect of music theory.

The practical study of harmony is a rewarding and enriching endeavor that
can enhance your appreciation and understanding of music. By developing
a strong foundation in harmony, you can unlock the secrets of composition,
create more expressive melodies, and analyze music with greater depth
and insight.

Dover's 'Dover on Music' is an indispensable guide for anyone embarking
on this journey. Its systematic approach, practical exercises, and wealth of
musical examples will empower you to master the art of harmony and take
your musical creativity to new heights.
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