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Afghanistan has been plagued by violence and human rights violations for
decades. The country has been torn apart by war, ethnic conflict, and
political instability. Among the many atrocities committed in Afghanistan, the
genocide and persecution of the Hazara people stands out as a particularly
heinous crime.

The Hazara are an ethnic minority group that make up approximately 10%
of the population of Afghanistan. They are primarily Shia Muslims, and they
have been discriminated against for centuries. In the 19th century, the
Hazara were subjected to a genocide by the Afghan government, which
resulted in the deaths of hundreds of thousands of people.
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In recent years, the Hazara have been targeted by the Taliban and other
extremist groups. In 2021, the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan, and
the Hazara have faced renewed persecution. They have been subjected to
extrajudicial killings, torture, and forced displacement. Many Hazara have
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been forced to flee their homes, and they are now living in refugee camps
in neighboring countries.

The genocide and persecution of the Hazara is a tragedy. It is a crime
against humanity, and it must not be forgotten. The international community
must take action to protect the Hazara and other minorities in Afghanistan.
We must also work to ensure that the perpetrators of these crimes are
brought to justice.

The History of Genocide and Persecution in Afghanistan

The genocide and persecution of the Hazara is not an isolated incident. It is
part of a long history of violence and human rights violations in Afghanistan.

In the 19th century, the Afghan government carried out a genocide against
the Hazara. The genocide was led by Abdur Rahman Khan, who ruled
Afghanistan from 1880 to 1901. Khan was a ruthless tyrant who was
determined to consolidate his power and expand his territory.

Khan's genocide against the Hazara was systematic and brutal. He ordered
his troops to kill all Hazara men, women, and children. The troops burned
Hazara villages, destroyed their crops, and stole their livestock. Hundreds
of thousands of Hazara were killed in the genocide.

In the 20th century, the Hazara continued to face discrimination and
persecution. They were denied access to education, employment, and
other basic rights. In the 1980s, the Hazara were targeted by the Soviet-
backed Afghan government. The government carried out a campaign of
ethnic cleansing against the Hazara, which resulted in the deaths of
thousands of people.



In the 1990s, the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan. The Taliban is a
fundamentalist Islamic group that is opposed to all forms of modernity. The
Taliban targeted the Hazara because they are Shia Muslims. The Taliban
carried out a campaign of violence against the Hazara, which included
mass killings, torture, and forced displacement.

The Taliban's Persecution of the Hazara

The Taliban's persecution of the Hazara has been particularly brutal. The
Taliban has targeted Hazara civilians, including women and children.

In 2021, the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan. Since then, the Taliban
has carried out a campaign of extrajudicial killings, torture, and forced
displacement against the Hazara.

The Taliban has also targeted Hazara schools and mosques. In May 2022,
the Taliban attacked a Hazara school in Kabul, killing and injuring dozens of
students.

The Taliban's persecution of the Hazara is a crime against humanity. The
international community must take action to protect the Hazara and other
minorities in Afghanistan. We must also work to ensure that the
perpetrators of these crimes are brought to justice.

The International Community's Response

The international community has condemned the Taliban's persecution of
the Hazara. The United Nations has called on the Taliban to stop the
violence and to respect the human rights of all Afghans.



The United States has also condemned the Taliban's persecution of the
Hazara. The United States has imposed sanctions on the Taliban and has
called on the Taliban to form an inclusive government that represents all
Afghans.

However, the international community has not done enough to protect the
Hazara and other minorities in Afghanistan. The international community
must take more action to stop the violence and to ensure that the
perpetrators of these crimes are brought to justice.

The genocide and persecution of the Hazara is a tragedy. It is a crime
against humanity, and it must not be forgotten. The international community
must take action to protect the Hazara and other minorities in Afghanistan.
We must also work to ensure that the perpetrators of these crimes are
brought to justice.

Author: David Nelson

David Nelson is a freelance writer and researcher specializing in
Afghanistan and Central Asia. He has written extensively about the history,
politics, and culture of the region.
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