
Behold the Dreamers: A Poignant and
Unforgettable Novel About the American
Dream

Behold the Dreamers: A Novel by Imbolo Mbue
4.4 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 1901 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 418 pages
Hardcover : 480 pages
Item Weight : 1.85 pounds
Dimensions : 6.3 x 1.89 x 8.66 inches

Imbolo Mbue's Behold the Dreamers is a stunning and powerful novel that
explores the immigrant experience in America, shedding light on the
complexities of race, class, and identity. This thought-provoking and
emotionally resonant work uncovers the hidden struggles and aspirations of
those who dare to pursue the American dream, laying bare the challenges
and sacrifices they face.

Powerful and Unflinching

Set in New York City, Behold the Dreamers follows the story of Nunu and
Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian couple who arrive in America with big
dreams and hopes for a better future. However, their journey is far from
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easy. They encounter racism, discrimination, and financial hardship, forcing
them to confront the harsh realities of life in America.

Imbolo Mbue's writing is both unflinching and compassionate, delving into
the emotional toll that these challenges take on Nunu and Jende. She
paints a vivid picture of the immigrant experience, capturing the sense of
isolation, fear, and determination that drives these characters forward.

Unforgettable Characters

The characters in Behold the Dreamers are unforgettable, each with their
own unique voice and story. Nunu is a strong and resourceful woman,
desperate to provide a better life for her family. Jende is a brilliant and
ambitious man, determined to succeed in his adopted country.

Alongside the Jongas, Mbue introduces a cast of supporting characters
who enrich the narrative. From the kind-hearted landlord to the ruthless
immigration officer, each character plays a vital role in shaping the story
and deepening our understanding of the human experience.

Thought-Provoking and Insightful

Beyond its compelling narrative, Behold the Dreamers is also a thought-
provoking and insightful exploration of social issues. It raises questions
about the nature of the American dream and the challenges faced by
immigrants in the pursuit of a better life.

Mbue deftly explores the intersections of race, class, and identity, exposing
the systemic inequalities that shape American society. Through the
experiences of Nunu and Jende, she invites readers to reflect on their own
understanding of privilege and opportunity.



A Must-Read for Our Time

Behold the Dreamers is a timely and important novel that speaks to the
challenges and complexities of the immigrant experience in modern
America. It is a must-read for anyone interested in social justice, race
relations, or the enduring power of the human spirit.

With its unforgettable characters, thought-provoking themes, and powerful
storytelling, Behold the Dreamers is a remarkable and unforgettable novel
that will leave a lasting impression on readers long after they turn the final
page.
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