
Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts
Discourse on the Origin of Inequality

Basic Political Writings: Discourse on the Sciences and
the Arts, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality,
Discourse on Political Economy on the Socia
(Illustrated) by Jean-Jacques Rousseau

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1426 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 249 pages
Lending : Enabled

Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a Genevan philosopher who lived in the 18th
century. He is best known for his works on political philosophy, such as the
"Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts" and the "Discourse on the Origin
of Inequality." In these works, Rousseau argued that the progress of
science and art had led to the corruption of human nature and the rise of
social inequality.

Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts

In the "Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts," Rousseau argued that the
progress of science and art had led to the decline of morality and virtue. He
believed that the pursuit of knowledge and the desire for luxury had
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corrupted human nature. Rousseau also argued that the division of labor
and the rise of private property had led to social inequality. He believed that
these factors had created a society in which the rich and powerful exploited
the poor and powerless.

Rousseau's ideas were controversial at the time, and they continue to be
debated today. Some critics argue that Rousseau was too pessimistic
about the effects of science and art. They believe that these forces can be
used for good, and that they have helped to improve the human condition.
Other critics argue that Rousseau was right to be concerned about the
negative effects of science and art. They believe that these forces can lead
to the corruption of human nature and the rise of social inequality.

Discourse on the Origin of Inequality

In the "Discourse on the Origin of Inequality," Rousseau argued that human
beings are naturally good, but that they have been corrupted by society. He
believed that the rise of private property and the division of labor had led to
the creation of a society in which the rich and powerful exploit the poor and
powerless. Rousseau also argued that the state is a tool of the rich and
powerful, and that it is used to oppress the poor and powerless.

Rousseau's ideas about the origin of inequality have been influential in the
development of socialist and anarchist thought. Socialists believe that the
state should be used to redistribute wealth and power, while anarchists
believe that the state should be abolished altogether. Rousseau's ideas
have also been used to justify revolutionary violence. The French
Revolution, for example, was inspired in part by Rousseau's ideas about
the origin of inequality.



Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a complex and controversial thinker. His
ideas about the relationship between science, art, and the origins of social
inequality continue to be debated today. His works have had a profound
impact on Western thought, and they continue to inspire activists and
revolutionaries around the world.
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