
Exploring the Enduring Legacy of Trauma in
"We Are Still Tornadoes": A Literary Analysis
In the acclaimed novel "We Are Still Tornadoes" by debut author Cassandra
Khaw, the aftermath of trauma weaves its intricate threads into the lives of
siblings Celeste and Miles. Through their resilient spirits, the novel explores
the lasting impact of past wounds and the complexities of healing.

The Fractured Psyche: Celeste's Struggle
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Celeste, the elder sibling, has borne the brunt of childhood abuse. Her
psyche is fractured, haunted by nightmares and dissociative episodes. She
withdraws into herself, seeking solace in alcohol and reckless behavior.
Through Celeste's fragmented perspective, Khaw delves into the intricate
workings of a mind grappling with unhealed trauma.
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Miles's pursuit of perfection masks his own struggles with trauma and abandonment.

Miles, the younger sibling, has always been the "good" child. Yet, beneath
his facade of success lies a deep-seated sense of abandonment and self-
doubt. Driven by an unquenchable thirst for approval, he meticulously crafts
his image, suppressing his true self. Miles's story highlights the insidious
toll trauma can take on even those who appear unscathed.

Seeking Redemption: The Power of Siblinghood
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Despite their differing experiences, Celeste and Miles share an unyielding
bond. Through their shared trauma, they find solace and strength in each
other's presence. Their siblinghood becomes a lifeline, a beacon of hope in
the darkness of their past.

The Role of Memory and Forgiveness

Memory plays a crucial role in "We Are Still Tornadoes." For Celeste,
forgetting offers respite from the pain of her memories. However, Miles
grapples with the realization that forgetting may be tantamount to betrayal.
Khaw deftly explores the delicate balance between remembering and
forgiving, examining the complex ways we reconcile with the past.

Symbolism of Tornadoes: Nature's Wrath and Resilience
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The novel's title metaphorically captures the destructive force of trauma and the
subsequent fight for recovery.

Throughout the novel, the recurring imagery of tornadoes serves as a
potent metaphor for both the destructive impact of trauma and the
resilience of the human spirit. Just as a tornado can leave behind both
devastation and the promise of rebirth, so too can trauma mark individuals
while inspiring growth and renewal.

: Transcending the Legacy of Trauma

"We Are Still Tornadoes" is a poignant testament to the enduring legacy of
trauma and the arduous but possible journey towards healing. Through the
intertwined experiences of Celeste and Miles, Khaw weaves a tapestry of
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resilience, vulnerability, and hope. The novel reminds us that even in the
face of adversity, the human spirit has the capacity to transcend its scars
and find solace in the bonds we forge with others.
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