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Half Spent Was the Night is a sonnet by John Keats that explores the
themes of beauty, love, and loss. The poem is written in iambic pentameter
and follows a strict rhyme scheme. The speaker of the poem is a young
man who is in love with a woman who has died. He is struggling to come to
terms with her death and is haunted by memories of her. The poem is a
beautiful and moving exploration of grief and loss, and it is one of Keats's
most famous works.

The poem begins with the speaker describing the night as "half spent." This
suggests that the speaker is in a state of limbo, neither fully awake nor fully
asleep. He is in a dream-like state, and his thoughts are filled with
memories of his lost love.
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The speaker then goes on to describe his love in glowing terms. He says
that she was "more fair than words can say" and that her "eyes were like
the stars." He also describes her as being "kind and gentle" and says that
she "loved me more than all the world."

However, the speaker's memories of his love are bittersweet. He knows
that she is gone, and he is filled with grief and longing. He says that he
"cannot bear to think of her" and that he "would give all the world to see her
again."

The poem ends with the speaker asking a series of rhetorical questions. He
asks, "Where are you now? What is it like to be dead?" He also asks, "Will I
ever see you again?" These questions are unanswered, and they leave the
reader with a sense of mystery and longing.

Half Spent Was the Night is a beautiful and haunting poem that explores
the themes of beauty, love, and loss. The poem is written in a rich and
evocative language, and it is filled with imagery that is both beautiful and
moving. The poem is a testament to Keats's genius, and it is one of the
most famous and beloved sonnets in the English language.

Here is a close reading of the poem:

Line 1: Half spent was the night, and the moon was up,

This line establishes the setting of the poem. It is night, and the moon is up.
The speaker is in a state of limbo, neither fully awake nor fully asleep. He is
in a dream-like state, and his thoughts are filled with memories of his lost
love.



Line 2: And yet no sign was given of approaching morn;

This line suggests that the speaker is in a state of despair. He is not looking
forward to the future. He is stuck in the past, and he cannot move on.

Line 3: Whenas I do remember those eyes of thine

This line introduces the speaker's lost love. He remembers her eyes, and
he is filled with longing.

Line 4: That shone so brightly in my heart's recess;

This line suggests that the speaker's love was very intense. Her eyes
shone brightly in his heart, and he was deeply in love with her.

Line 5: And then I think of all the sweets we shared,

This line suggests that the speaker and his love had a very happy
relationship. They shared many sweet moments together.

Line 6: And all the joys that thou didst me possess,

This line suggests that the speaker's love brought him great joy. She made
him feel complete.

Line 7: And then I sigh, and wish that thou wert here,

This line suggests that the speaker is grieving the loss of his love. He
misses her very much, and he wishes that she were here with him.

Line 8: To kiss those lips which now are cold and dead,



This line is a powerful expression of the speaker's grief. He wants to kiss
his love's lips, but he knows that she is dead and that he will never be able
to do so.

Line 9: And clasp thee in my arms, and feel thy heart

This line suggests that the speaker wants to be close to his love again. He
wants to hold her in his arms and feel her heart beating against his.

Line 10: Beat once again, and see thy dear eyes start

This line suggests that the speaker wants his love to come back to life. He
wants to see her eyes open and to hear her heart beat again.

Line 11: To life once more, and bless my aching sight,

This line suggests that the speaker is desperate to see his love again. He is
willing to do anything to bring her back to life.

Line 12: To feel thy breath, to hear thy low sweet speech,

This line suggests that the speaker misses his love's physical presence. He
wants to feel her breath on his skin and to hear her speak to him.

Line 13: And see thy smile, and hold thee in my sight.

This line suggests that the speaker wants to be with his love again. He
wants to see her smile and to hold her in his sight.

Line 14: Alas, 'tis but a dream, and I am left



This line suggests that the speaker knows that his love is dead and that he
will never be able to see her again. He is left with only memories of her,
and he is filled with grief and longing.

Half Spent Was the Night is a beautiful and moving poem that explores the
themes of beauty, love, and loss. The poem is written in a rich and
evocative language, and it is filled with imagery that is both beautiful and
moving. The poem is a testament to Keats's genius, and it is one of the
most famous and beloved sonnets in the English language.

Here are some of the literary devices that Keats uses in the poem:

Imagery: Keats uses vivid and evocative imagery to create a vivid
picture of his lost love. He describes her eyes as "shining so brightly in
my heart's recess" and her lips as "cold and dead." He also uses
imagery to describe the speaker's grief, such as "I sigh, and wish that
thou wert here" and "my aching sight."

Metaphor: Keats uses metaphors to compare his lost love to a star
and to a dream. He says that her eyes are "like the stars" and that "I
am left with only memories of her, and
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