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The Martinelli family has been a force in the California wine industry for
over a century. From their humble beginnings in the Sonoma County town
of Healdsburg, the Martinellis have built a wine empire that spans the state,
from the Napa Valley to the Russian River Valley.

The patriarch of the family, Joe Martinelli, Sr., was a visionary who saw the
potential of California's wine country. He started planting vineyards in the
late 1800s, and by the early 1900s, he was one of the largest wine
producers in the state.

Joe Martinelli, Sr.'s son, Leo, took over the family business in the 1930s.
Under Leo's leadership, the Martinelli family expanded their vineyards and
increased their production. They also began to develop a reputation for
producing high-quality wines.
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In the 1960s, Leo's son, Joe Martinelli, Jr., joined the family business. Joe
Jr. was a charismatic and ambitious entrepreneur who quickly rose through
the ranks. By the early 1970s, he was in charge of the company's
marketing and sales operations.

Under Joe Jr.'s leadership, the Martinelli family became one of the most
successful wine producers in California. They expanded their vineyards,
built a new winery, and launched a number of new wine brands.

However, the Martinelli family's success was not without its controversies.
In the 1980s, Joe Jr. was convicted of fraud and tax evasion. He served
two years in prison, but he was released early due to good behavior.

After Joe Jr.'s release from prison, he returned to the family business.
However, he was never able to fully recover from the damage that had
been done to his reputation. The Martinelli family's wine sales declined, and
their debts mounted.

In 2006, the Martinelli family was forced to sell their company to a private
equity firm. The sale marked the end of an era for the Martinelli family and
the California wine industry.

The Martinelli Mafia

The Martinelli family's success was due in part to their close ties to other
powerful families in the California wine industry. These families, which
included the Gallo family and the Mondavi family, were known as the
"Martinelli Mafia."



The Martinelli Mafia was a powerful force in the California wine industry.
They controlled a large share of the state's wine production, and they had a
strong influence on the industry's policies and regulations.

The Martinelli Mafia was also a controversial group. They were accused of
using their power to suppress competition and to benefit themselves at the
expense of others.

In the 1980s, the Martinelli Mafia was investigated by the California
Attorney General's office. The investigation found evidence of antitrust
violations and other illegal activities.

As a result of the investigation, the Martinelli Mafia was broken up. The
Gallo family and the Mondavi family were forced to sell their shares of the
Martinelli family's company.

The Legacy of the Martinelli Family

The Martinelli family has had a lasting impact on the California wine
industry. Their wines are still enjoyed by people all over the world, and their
legacy continues to inspire new generations of winemakers.

However, the Martinelli family's story is also a cautionary tale about the
dangers of power and greed. The Martinelli Mafia's illegal activities
damaged the California wine industry and tarnished the reputation of the
Martinelli family.

The Martinelli family's legacy is a complex one. They were pioneers in the
California wine industry, and they produced some of the state's most iconic



wines. However, they were also involved in illegal activities that damaged

the industry and their own reputation.

The Martinelli family's story is a reminder that power and greed can be a

dangerous combination. It is also a reminder that the California wine

industry is a resilient one, and that it has overcome adversity in the past

and will continue to do so in the future.

Image Descriptions

**Joe Martinelli, Sr.** - A black-and-white photograph of Joe Martinelli,
Sr., the patriarch of the Martinelli family.

**Leo Martinelli** - A black-and-white photograph of Leo Martinelli, the
son of Joe Martinelli, Sr., and the president of the Martinelli family
business in the 1930s.

**Joe Martinelli, Jr.** - A color photograph of Joe Martinelli, Jr., the son
of Leo Martinelli and the president of the Martinelli family business in
the 1970s and 1980s.

**Martinelli Winery** - A color photograph of the Martinelli Winery in
Healdsburg, California.

**Martinelli Vineyards™* - A color photograph of the Martinelli Vineyards
in the Russian River Valley.
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