
Paris Symphonies Nos. 82 & 87 in Full Score:
A Comprehensive Analysis of Haydn's
Orchestral Masterpieces
In the realm of classical music, the symphonies of Franz Joseph Haydn
hold a prominent position, renowned for their melodic richness, structural
brilliance, and profound emotional depth. Among his prolific output, two
symphonies stand out as particularly significant: Symphony No. 82 in C
major and Symphony No. 87 in A major, jointly known as the Paris
Symphonies. Commissioned by the Concert de la Loge Olympique, these
symphonies were composed during Haydn's second visit to Paris in 1786
and are widely regarded as pivotal works in his creative trajectory.

This comprehensive analysis aims to delve into the intricacies of Paris
Symphonies Nos. 82 & 87, exploring their historical context, musical
structure, thematic development, and performance practice. Through a
detailed examination of each movement, we will uncover the remarkable
craftsmanship and profound artistry that have made these symphonies
enduring masterpieces.

Haydn's two Paris Symphonies were composed during a period of
significant change and innovation in the development of the symphony
orchestra. The expanding size and capabilities of orchestras during the late
18th century allowed composers like Haydn to explore new possibilities in
terms of orchestration and texture. Moreover, the emergence of public
concerts in major cities like Paris provided a stimulating environment for the
presentation and appreciation of orchestral music.
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The commission from the Concert de la Loge Olympique was not merely an
artistic endeavor but also a strategic move for Haydn. The society was a
prominent organization dedicated to the promotion of classical music in
Paris and had a reputation for commissioning works from leading
composers. By accepting this commission, Haydn not only gained financial
support for his travels but also the opportunity to establish himself in the
forefront of the Parisian musical scene.

The Paris Symphonies Nos. 82 & 87 follow the traditional four-movement
structure common in the Classical era. However, within this familiar
framework, Haydn exhibits exceptional skill in varying textures, dynamics,
and tempi, creating a dynamic and engaging listening experience.

Movement 1: Adagio - Allegro spiritosoThe first movement opens
with a stately , its dotted rhythms and extended harmonic progressions
hinting at the elaborate architecture to follow. The Allegro section
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bursts forth with a bustling main theme, contrasting with a lyrical
secondary theme.

Movement 2: Andante con motoA poignant and introspective
movement, featuring a gentle melody passed between the strings and
woodwinds. The middle section introduces a contrasting minor-key
theme, before returning to the initial melody in a more elaborate
setting.

Movement 3: Menuetto - TrioA spirited minuet, with a stately principal
theme and a contrasting trio section featuring a sprightly melody
played by the winds.

Movement 4: VivaceA rondo finale in C major, with a cheerful and
energetic main theme. The contrasting episodes explore various
instrumental combinations, including a charming passage for solo
oboe.

Movement 1: Adagio - Allegro con spiritoThe first movement begins
with a dramatic opening, followed by a spirited Allegro section
characterized by forceful syncopated rhythms. The development
section features an extended fugue, demonstrating Haydn's mastery of
contrapuntal writing.

Movement 2: AndanteA lyrical and expressive movement, featuring a
graceful melody shared between the strings and winds. The middle
section presents a contrasting minor-key theme, leading to a
recapitulation of the opening melody.

Movement 3: Menuetto - TrioA graceful and elegant minuet, with a
contrasting trio section featuring a playful melody played by the flutes
and oboes.



Movement 4: VivaceA spirited and energetic finale in A major, with a
main theme that combines elements of both a rondo and a sonata
form. The movement concludes with a triumphant coda, bringing the
symphony to a rousing finish.

Haydn's Paris Symphonies showcase his remarkable skill in orchestration,
exploiting the full potential of the expanded Classical orchestra. The use of
winds and brass instruments is particularly noteworthy, adding depth and
color to the overall sound. Specific techniques, such as antiphonal
passages and sudden dynamic contrasts, enhance the dramatic impact of
the music.

When performing these symphonies, it is essential to adhere to the
performance practices of the late 18th century. This includes the use of
period instruments, such as gut strings and natural horns, which produce a
distinctive and historically informed sound. Additionally, the tempo and
dynamics should be carefully considered, as these elements play a crucial
role in shaping the character and expression of each movement.

The Paris Symphonies Nos. 82 & 87 have had a profound influence on the
development of Western classical music. They represent a culmination of
Haydn's earlier experiments in symphony writing and set the stage for the
even more adventurous and groundbreaking works to come.

Later composers, including Mozart, Beethoven, and Brahms, studied and
admired Haydn's symphonies, drawing inspiration from their structural
brilliance, thematic richness, and expressive power. The Paris Symphonies
remain a testament to Haydn's enduring legacy and continue to be
performed and enjoyed by audiences worldwide.



Paris Symphonies Nos. 82 & 87 stand as shining examples of Haydn's
genius as a composer and his transformative role in the development of the
symphony. Their captivating melodies, intricate structures, and masterful
orchestration have earned them a permanent place in the canon of
classical music. By delving into the historical context, musical intricacies,
and performance practices associated with these symphonies, we gain a
deeper appreciation for their timeless beauty and enduring significance.

Paris Symphonies Nos. 82-87 in Full Score (Dover
Orchestral Music Scores) by Francine Fabricant

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 204326 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 299 pages
Lending : Enabled

The ABC of ABC Limericks: A Comprehensive
Guide to the Quintessential Verse Form
: A Journey into the World of Limericks Welcome to the whimsical and
witty world of ABC limericks, a beloved form of verse that...
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The GCSE Set Text Student Edition: Collins Classroom Classics is a
meticulously crafted resource designed to support students in their
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