
Pedal Mastery: A Comprehensive Guide for
Intermediate Organists
The pedals are an essential part of the organ, and mastering them is key to
playing the instrument well. For intermediate organists, developing pedal
technique is essential for expanding their repertoire and improving their
overall performance. This comprehensive guide will provide you with
everything you need to know to master the pedals, from basic techniques
to advanced exercises.
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Basic Pedal Technique

The first step to mastering the pedals is to develop good basic technique.
This includes:

Proper posture: Sit upright with your feet flat on the pedals and your
knees slightly bent. Your toes should be pointed slightly forward, and
your heels should be touching the ground.
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Leg position: Your legs should be parallel to each other and slightly
wider than your hips. Your knees should be directly above your ankles.

Foot position: Your feet should be flat on the pedals, with your toes
slightly curled under. Your heels should be slightly raised off the
ground.

Leg and foot movement: Leg and foot movement should be smooth
and controlled. Avoid jerky or abrupt movements.

Advanced Pedal Techniques

Once you have mastered the basics, you can start to develop more
advanced pedal techniques. These techniques include:

Heel-toe technique: This technique involves using both your heel and
toe to play the pedals. It is used to play rapid passages or to create a
legato effect.

Double pedaling: This technique involves playing two pedals at the
same time. It is used to create a wider range of sounds and to play
complex passages.

Heel-and-toe glissando: This technique involves sliding your heel
and toe across the pedals to create a glissando effect. It is used to
create a sense of movement and to connect different notes.

Heel-toe trill: This technique involves rapidly alternating between your
heel and toe to create a trill effect. It is used to create a sense of
excitement and to highlight certain notes.

Exercises for Pedal Mastery



The best way to master the pedals is to practice regularly. Here are a few
exercises that you can use to improve your pedal technique:

Major and minor scales: Playing scales is a great way to practice
basic pedal technique and to improve your finger and toe coordination.

Chord progressions: Chord progressions are a good way to practice
double pedaling and to improve your sense of rhythm.

Hymns and chorales: Hymns and chorales are a great way to
practice pedal technique in a real-world context.

Pedal etudes: Pedal etudes are specifically designed to help you
develop pedal technique. They are available in a variety of levels of
difficulty.

Tips for Pedal Mastery

Here are a few tips to help you master the pedals:

Be patient: Mastering the pedals takes time and practice. Don't get
discouraged if you don't see results right away.

Practice regularly: The more you practice, the better your pedal
technique will become.

Find a good teacher: A good teacher can help you develop proper
technique and can provide you with valuable feedback.

Listen to great organists: Listening to great organists can help you
learn new techniques and to develop your musicality.

Have fun: Playing the organ should be enjoyable! Don't forget to have
fun while you're learning.



Pedal mastery is an essential skill for intermediate organists. With
dedication and practice, you can develop the pedal technique you need to
expand your repertoire and improve your overall performance. These
exercises and tips will help you get started on the path to pedal mastery.

Good luck!
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