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Early Life and Education

Sylvia Long was born in Quincy, Massachusetts in 1878. Her parents were
both educators, which had a profound impact on her future career path.
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From a young age, Sylvia showed a deep love for literature and a
remarkable ability to connect with children.

She attended Wellesley College, earning her undergraduate degree in
1899. During her time at Wellesley, she excelled in her studies and made
many lifelong friends.

Career in Education

After graduating from college, Sylvia Long began her career as a
kindergarten teacher in Brookline, Massachusetts. It was here that she first
discovered her passion for working with young children.

In 1902, Sylvia Long joined the staff of the Bowen Kindergarten in Chicago.
This prestigious institution was led by Elizabeth Harrison, a renowned
expert in early childhood education. Sylvia quickly became a valued
member of the Bowen team, sharing her innovative ideas and love of
storytelling.

Mother Goose Storyteller

In 1906, Sylvia Long created a series of Mother Goose storytelling
performances for the children at Bowen Kindergarten. Using puppets,
props, and her own unique storytelling abilities, she brought the beloved
nursery rhymes to life.

Her performances were an instant success, captivating the children's
imaginations and fostering a lifelong love of language and literature. Sylvia
Long became known as the "Mother Goose" of Bowen Kindergarten, and
her storytelling became an integral part of the school's curriculum.



Educational Philosophy

Sylvia Long believed that play was an essential part of learning for young
children. She incorporated games, songs, and other playful activities into
her storytelling performances and her kindergarten lessons.

She also recognized the importance of providing a supportive and nurturing
environment for young children. She created a classroom atmosphere
where children felt loved, respected, and encouraged to explore their
creativity.

Written Works

In addition to her work as a storyteller, Sylvia Long was a prolific writer. She
published numerous books of nursery rhymes, children's stories, and
educational materials. Her books were widely used in schools and homes,
helping to shape generations of young learners.

Some of her most popular works include:

* Mother Goose Rhymes (1909) * The Little Boy Blue Book (1912) * The
Three Bears (1923) * The Gingerbread Man (1926)

Later Life and Legacy

Sylvia Long continued to work as a storyteller and educator throughout her
life. She retired from teaching in 1948, but she remained active in the field
of early childhood education.

She died in Chicago in 1972, leaving behind a legacy of love, learning, and
storytelling. Her work as the "Mother Goose" of Bowen Kindergarten



inspired countless children and educators, and her written works continue
to be enjoyed by generations of readers.

Sylvia Long was a true pioneer in the field of early childhood education. Her
innovative storytelling methods, her passion for play, and her unwavering
belief in the importance of a supportive environment helped to shape the
way we educate our youngest learners.

As the "Mother Goose" of Bowen Kindergarten, Sylvia Long brought the
magic of nursery rhymes to life, sparking a love of language and literature
in countless children. Her legacy continues to inspire educators and
children alike, reminding us of the transformative power of storytelling and
the importance of play in early childhood learning.
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