
The Drug Enforcement Administration: A
Force Against Drug Trafficking and Abuse

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is a vital federal law
enforcement agency dedicated to combating drug trafficking and abuse.
With a global reach and a mission to enforce controlled substance laws, the
DEA plays a critical role in protecting communities from the destructive
effects of illicit drugs.
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Mission and Responsibilities

The DEA's mission is to "enforce the controlled substances laws and
regulations of the United States and bring to justice those who violate
them." This broad mandate encompasses a wide range of responsibilities,
including:

Investigating and prosecuting drug trafficking organizations

Regulating the manufacture, distribution, and dispensing of controlled
substances

Providing training and assistance to law enforcement agencies at all
levels

Conducting research and developing strategies to combat drug abuse

Organizational Structure

The DEA is headed by an Administrator, who is appointed by the President
and confirmed by the Senate. The Administrator oversees a staff of over
11,000 employees, including special agents, intelligence analysts,
chemists, and support personnel.

The DEA is organized into 21 field divisions, each responsible for a specific
geographic area. The divisions are further subdivided into resident offices,
which are located in major cities and areas with high drug trafficking
activity.

Investigative Techniques
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The DEA uses a variety of investigative techniques to combat drug
trafficking, including:

Undercover Operations: DEA agents often pose as drug buyers or
sellers to infiltrate trafficking organizations and gather evidence.

Surveillance: DEA agents conduct surveillance on suspects and their
activities, using electronic eavesdropping, physical surveillance, and
aerial surveillance.

Informant Networks: The DEA relies on a network of informants to
provide information on drug trafficking activities. These informants may
be former drug dealers, drug users, or individuals with knowledge of
the drug trade.

Financial Investigations: The DEA investigates the financial
transactions of drug traffickers to identify and seize their assets.

Enforcement Actions

When the DEA has gathered sufficient evidence, it takes enforcement
actions to disrupt drug trafficking operations and bring criminals to justice.
These actions may include:

Arrests and Prosecutions: The DEA arrests and prosecutes drug
traffickers, ranging from street-level dealers to major drug kingpins.

Seizure of Drugs and Assets: The DEA seizes illicit drugs and the
assets of drug traffickers, including real estate, vehicles, and cash.

Asset Forfeiture: The DEA can seize and forfeit the assets of drug
traffickers, which are then used to fund law enforcement efforts.



Collaboration with Other Agencies

The DEA works closely with other law enforcement agencies at the local,
state, national, and international levels. These collaborations are essential
for combating drug trafficking, which is a global problem that requires a
coordinated response.

Key partners include:

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

Customs and Border Protection (CBP)

Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

U.S. Coast Guard

Europol (European Union law enforcement agency)

Interpol (international law enforcement organization)

The Drug Enforcement Administration plays a vital role in protecting
communities from the destructive effects of drug trafficking and abuse.
Through its relentless efforts to investigate and prosecute drug traffickers,
regulate the pharmaceutical industry, and provide training and assistance
to other law enforcement agencies, the DEA makes a significant
contribution to public health and safety.

The DEA's work is complex and challenging, but it is essential for ensuring
that our communities are safe and secure. By working together with other
law enforcement agencies, the DEA is committed to combating drug
trafficking and promoting a drug-free future for all.
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