
The Third Silesian Uprising: A Detailed
Examination of Roderick Hunt's Historical
Account
The Third Silesian Uprising, an important chapter in European history, was
a pivotal event that shaped the political landscape of the early 20th century.
Roderick Hunt, a renowned historian specializing in Polish history, provides
an in-depth examination of this uprising in his acclaimed work, "The Third
Silesian Uprising: A Study in the Sources." This article delves into Hunt's
account, exploring the uprising's historical context, key events, and its far-
reaching consequences.
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Historical Context

The Third Silesian Uprising took place in Upper Silesia, a region located in
present-day southern Poland. Following World War I, the Treaty of
Versailles mandated a plebiscite in Upper Silesia to determine its territorial
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affiliation. The region was divided between Germany and Poland, with the
majority of the population opting for German sovereignty.

However, the Polish minority in Upper Silesia, supported by the Polish
government, felt aggrieved and refused to accept the results. This led to a
series of uprisings, including the Third Silesian Uprising in 1921.

Key Events

The Third Silesian Uprising erupted on May 2, 1921, when Polish
paramilitary forces crossed the border into Upper Silesia. The uprising
quickly spread throughout the region, with Polish insurgents seizing towns
and cities. The German authorities responded with military force, leading to
intense fighting between the two sides.

One of the key events of the uprising was the Battle of Annaberg, where
Polish insurgents confronted German troops in a bloody clash. The battle
resulted in heavy casualties on both sides but ultimately ended with a
Polish victory.

International Intervention

The Third Silesian Uprising attracted international attention, with France
and Great Britain playing a key role in brokering a ceasefire. On July 5,
1921, an armistice was signed, and the fighting ceased. The League of
Nations then appointed a commission to supervise a new plebiscite, which
was held on March 20, 1922.

Consequences

The Third Silesian Uprising had several significant consequences. The new
plebiscite resulted in a division of Upper Silesia, with the eastern part being



incorporated into Poland. This division remains the basis for the current
border between Poland and the Czech Republic.

The uprising also had a profound impact on Polish-German relations. The
conflict deepened mistrust and animosity between the two nations, which
would later manifest in the outbreak of World War II.

Roderick Hunt's Account

Roderick Hunt's "The Third Silesian Uprising: A Study in the Sources"
provides a comprehensive analysis of the uprising based on extensive
research and a meticulous examination of primary sources. Hunt's account
is characterized by its:

Detailed Description: Hunt vividly narrates the key events of the
uprising, providing a clear understanding of the battles, strategies, and
human experiences involved.

Rigorous Analysis: Hunt critically evaluates the available historical
sources, weighing the reliability and biases of different accounts to
present a balanced and objective perspective.

Historical Context: Hunt places the uprising within its broader
historical context, exploring its causes, origins, and significance in
relation to other events of the 20th century.

Roderick Hunt's "The Third Silesian Uprising: A Study in the Sources"
stands as an authoritative and engaging account of a pivotal historical
event. Through his detailed examination of the sources and rigorous
analysis, Hunt provides a comprehensive understanding of the uprising's
causes, events, and consequences. The book serves as a valuable



resource for scholars, historians, and anyone interested in the complex
history of Europe in the early 20th century.
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