
The Ultimate Guide to Sulcata Tortoise Care:
Feeding, Behavior, Enclosures, and Health
Sulcata tortoises are the third largest tortoise species in the world, with
males reaching an average size of 24 inches and females reaching an
average size of 18 inches. They are native to the arid regions of sub-
Saharan Africa, and they can live for up to 50 years in captivity.
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Sulcata tortoises are popular pets because they are relatively low-
maintenance and they have a docile temperament. However, it is important
to do your research before getting a sulcata tortoise, as they can be
expensive to care for and they require a lot of space.

In this guide, we will provide you with all the essential information you need
to care for your pet sulcata tortoise, including information on feeding,
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behavior, enclosures, and health.

Feeding

Sulcata tortoises are herbivores, and their diet consists mainly of grasses,
hay, and vegetables. They will also eat some fruits, but fruits should only be
given as an occasional treat.

The best diet for a sulcata tortoise is a diet that is high in fiber and low in
protein. Good choices for hay include timothy hay, orchard grass hay, and
Bermuda hay. Good choices for vegetables include romaine lettuce,
dandelion greens, collard greens, and turnip greens.

You should feed your sulcata tortoise twice a day, once in the morning and
once in the afternoon. The amount of food you should give your tortoise will
depend on its size and age. A good rule of thumb is to give your tortoise as
much food as it can eat in 15 minutes.

It is important to make sure that your sulcata tortoise has access to fresh
water at all times.

Behavior

Sulcata tortoises are generally docile creatures, but they can be territorial.
They may also become aggressive if they feel threatened.

Sulcata tortoises are very active animals, and they need a lot of space to
roam. They will spend most of their time basking in the sun, but they will
also dig burrows and explore their surroundings.



Sulcata tortoises are also very social animals, and they enjoy the company
of other tortoises. If you have more than one sulcata tortoise, it is important
to provide them with a large enough enclosure so that they can have their
own space.

Enclosures

Sulcata tortoises need a large enclosure that is at least 8 feet long, 4 feet
wide, and 2 feet high. The enclosure should be made of sturdy materials,
such as wood or metal, and it should have a secure lid.

The enclosure should be divided into two sections: a warm section and a
cool section. The warm section should be heated to a temperature of 90-95
degrees Fahrenheit, and the cool section should be kept at a temperature
of 75-80 degrees Fahrenheit.

The warm section should have a basking area where the tortoise can bask
in the sun. The basking area should be equipped with a heat lamp and a
UVB light.

The cool section should have a hiding place where the tortoise can retreat
to if it feels threatened. The hiding place should be dark and humid.

The enclosure should also be furnished with a variety of plants and rocks.
The plants will provide the tortoise with shade and a place to hide, and the
rocks will provide the tortoise with a place to climb and bask.

Health

Sulcata tortoises are generally healthy animals, but they can be susceptible
to a variety of health problems, including:



* Respiratory infections * Shell rot * Metabolic bone disease * Parasites *
Cancer

It is important to take your sulcata tortoise to the vet for regular checkups.
The vet will be able to check for any health problems and provide you with
advice on how to keep your tortoise healthy.

Sulcata tortoises are fascinating creatures that can make great pets.
However, it is important to do your research before getting a sulcata
tortoise, as they can be expensive to care for and they require a lot of
space.

If you are prepared to provide a sulcata tortoise with the proper care, then
you will be rewarded with a lifelong companion.
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